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cooperation at its best. Senators reached
across the aisle in a way that supports our
work with Mexico to keep illegal narcotics
out of America’s neighborhoods and away
from our children.

The Senate and I share a common goal:
We both want to improve cooperation with
Mexico, Latin America, and the Caribbean
in the fight against drugs. I certified Mexico
because of the unprecedented level of
counternarcotics cooperation we have
achieved in the last year and because of the
positive steps Mexico has taken on its own
to fight drug trafficking. But as I said when
I made that decision, much more needs to
be done by everyone in this battle. This cer-
tification reinforces our ongoing efforts and
will foster increased U.S.-Mexico coopera-
tion and strengthen Mexico’s own antidrug
initiatives. This approach, not confrontation,
is the right way to get the results we all want.

The Senate’s resolution adopts a clear
stand that will support our efforts. It also
makes a constructive contribution by empha-
sizing that solving the problem of drugs re-
quires work on both sides of the border. For
example, the bill requires reporting on steps
that my administration is taking, such as
strengthening border enforcement and im-
proving antidrug education for our youth. I
welcome the Senate’s farsighted approach,
and I urge the House to take up this bill
and pass it as quickly as possible.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Dinner Hosted by President
Ahtisaari in Helsinki
March 20, 1997

President’s Visit
Q. President Clinton, what are the pros-

pects for common ground on this NATO
issue?

The President. I’m looking forward to the
meeting. I think we’ll work something out;
I hope we will. We have had 11 meetings.
We’ve worked hard together, and I’m glad
to see President Yeltsin looking so fit and
well.

Q. How are you doing, President Clinton?

The President. Great.

NOTE: The exchange began at 7:05 p.m. in the
Yellow Room at the Presidential Palace as part
of a photo opportunity with Finnish President
Ahtisaari and Russian President Boris Yeltsin. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of this exchange.

Exchange With Reporters on
Greeting President Boris Yeltsin of
Russia and President Ahtisaari of
Finland in Helsinki

March 21, 1997

Helsinki Summit

Q. Mr. President, do you expect to be able
to find a way to agree to disagree with Presi-
dent Yeltsin on NATO expansion?

President Clinton. I think we’ll have a
good meeting. And we’ll have a press con-
ference this afternoon to answer your ques-
tions.

Q. Do you expect any surprises?
President Yeltsin. During the discussions

there may be some surprises, but I’m con-
fident that we’ll be able to find a way out,
a solution out of these surprises. We have
a good will to try to accommodate each other
and remove all the disagreements that we
still have today. And we grow convinced that
our most ardent desire—and then we know
that skeptics in the past have always proved
that wrong, saying that it’s not possible to
reach agreement on an issue—in the final
analysis we did come to agreement on most
thorny issues. And the two Presidents, heads
of the two great powers, are duty bound to
act in this way. And I think Bill would agree
with me that each of us will be prepared to
cover his own part of the way.

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:38 a.m. at the
President’s Residence. President Yeltsin spoke in
Russian, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange.
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Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Yeltsin in
Helsinki
March 21, 1997

Russia and NATO
Q. President Yeltsin, do you consider

NATO a threat to Russia, or are you con-
vinced otherwise by now?

President Yeltsin. Well, I’m not con-
vinced otherwise.

President Clinton. We’ll have a press
conference later, guys.

Q. You guys always give us a surprise when
you meet, Mr. President. Do you expect any
surprises today?

President Yeltsin. Perhaps through the
course of the discussions we may have some
surprises. We won’t have any surprises at the
end of the discussions.

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:43 a.m. at the
President’s Residence. President Yeltsin spoke in
Russian, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this exchange.

Russia-United States Joint Statement
on Parameters on Future Reduction
in Nuclear Forces
March 21, 1997

Presidents Clinton and Yeltsin underscore
that, with the end of the Cold War, major
progress has been achieved with regard to
strengthening strategic stability and nuclear
security. Both the United States and Russia
are significantly reducing their nuclear
forces. Important steps have been taken to
detarget strategic missiles. The START I
Treaty has entered into force, and its imple-
mentation is ahead of schedule. Belarus,
Kazakstan, and Ukraine are nuclear-weapon
free. The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
was indefinitely extended on May 11, 1995
and the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty was signed by both the United States
and Russia on September 24, 1996.

In another historic step to promote inter-
national peace and security, President Clin-
ton and President Yeltsin hereby reaffirm
their commitment to take further concrete
steps to reduce the nuclear danger and

strengthen strategic stability and nuclear se-
curity. The Presidents have reached an un-
derstanding on further reductions in and lim-
itations on strategic offensive arms that will
substantially reduce the roles and risks of nu-
clear weapons as we move forward into the
next century. Recognizing the fundamental
significance of the ABM Treaty for these ob-
jectives, the Presidents have, in a separate
joint statement, given instructions on demar-
cation between ABM systems and theater
missile defense systems, which will allow for
deployment of effective theater missile de-
fense and prevent circumvention of the ABM
Treaty.

With the foregoing in mind, President
Clinton and President Yeltsin have reached
the following understandings.

Once START II enters into force, the
United States and Russia will immediately
begin negotiations on a START III agree-
ment, which will include, among other
things, the following basic components:

• Establishment, by December 31, 2007,
of lower aggregate levels of 2,000–2,500
strategic nuclear warheads for each of
the parties.

• Measures relating to the transparency
of strategic nuclear warhead inventories
and the destruction of strategic nuclear
warheads and any other jointly agreed
technical and organizational measures,
to promote the irreversibility of deep re-
ductions including prevention of a rapid
increase in the number of warheads.

• Resolving issues related to the goal of
making the current START treaties un-
limited in duration.

• Placement in a deactivated status of all
strategic nuclear delivery vehicles which
will be eliminated under START II by
December 31, 2003, by removing their
nuclear warheads or taking other jointly
agreed steps. The United States is pro-
viding assistance through the Nunn-
Lugar program to facilitate early deacti-
vation.

The Presidents have reached an under-
standing that the deadline for the elimination
of strategic nuclear delivery vehicles under
the START II Treaty will be extended to De-
cember 31, 2007. The sides will agree on spe-
cific language to be submitted to the Duma

VerDate 05-AUG-97 11:43 Aug 14, 1997 Jkt 173998 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\TEMP\P12MR4.021 p12mr4


